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Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 
seeks to serve the community around 
it. Toc H was founded in 1915 by the 
Revd P B 'Tubby' Clayton, and since 
then has been providing opportunities 
for people to test the Christian way by 
practical experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 
1, To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word and 
deed the prejudices which separate 
people. 
To give personal service. 
To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views of 
others. 
To acknowledge the spiritual nature 
of man and to test the Christian way 
by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. 


Letters, articles and news items are 
welcomed and should be addressed to 
The Editor, Point three, at the address 
below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 
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In The Still of The Mind 


and stress, the pace and pressure of modern life, takes 
ty While we may be aware of the wisdom of being still 
noise often retains the upper hand. 
n be the enemies of silence. 


The complexi 
its toll on us all. 
and of listening quietly, 
Even Christian churches ca 


In considering the value of silence, or of any theme of spirituality, wẹ 
ed to keep our sense of humour and our common sense. There js 

ne ; 

something inherently absurd about wordy articles or long-winded 


sermons on the wonder of silence. 
ells of a man who examined his own rabbi’s habit 


hat silence he keeps!’ the man exclaimed. ‘He 
s tired. Then he rests awhile, and, after he’s 


A wry Jewish story t 
of contemplation. ‘W 
keeps silent so long he grow ; 
rested, he keeps silence some more . 


The loveliness of silence cannot be extolled to any detriment of the 
importance of human communication and the joy of conversation. 
Human life is made abundant by words and dialogue. Nevertheless, 
Christians have often failed to take to heart the lesson that nature seems 
to teach us by giving us two ears but only one mouth: we should talk 


less and listen more. 


People of other religious traditions have sometimes regarded the 
Christian Church as altogether too talkative. A Christian missionary 
and a Buddhist monk once decided to study The Gospel of John 
together. They started with the first verse of the first chapter: ‘In the 
beginning was the Word’. ‘Even in the beginning’, the monk 
complained, “You Christians have not had time for silence’. The monk 
may not have fully grasped the text’s meaning, but there is no doubt 
about the impression left on him by certain Christians. 


The value of silence is by no means confined to spiritual life. It is a 
mistake to regard our spiritual lives as entirely separate from the rest of 
us. Composers are aware of the dramatic effect of a well-timed pause. 
Silence is to music as emptiness between parts is to sculpture or as 
white space is to a visual pattern. 


There is a story about an old Danish peasant who, on his deathbed, 
asked one promise of his son: that he would sit alone for half-an-hour 
each day in the best room in the house. The son did this and soon 


became a model for the whole district. Strength and happiness can 
come through knowing how to sit peacefully. 


Certainly silence is the element in 


i which we come to understanding - in 
which we adore, create, think, p 


‘in which F 3 aint, pray and suffer. It is the element 
ae pe we. things fashion themselves together’. Absolute attention 
ecomes possible. We need peace for our soul's health. Edith Sitwell 


listed her princi i 
T her principal recreations as ‘reading and thinking about poetry, 
and listening to music and silence. 


i its eee ee deeper, the appeal of silence grows stronger. 

PES eeN N wisdom who said that silence was golden. He was 

Beasts &at who said that, when the seventh seal was opened, 
s suence in Heaven about the Space of half-an-hour. 


Revd Peter Watkins 


TIME'S MIRROR by Kenneth Prideaux-Brune 


(Published by Toc H, 1993, price £2.00) 


his excellent book is sub-titled 

‘A Short History of Toc H in 

Britain’. On one level, that is 
an accurate description. Some three 
years ago, the same author (with 
Judith Rice) produced Out of a Hop 
Loft, which tried to assess the 
impact of Toc H on the lives of very 
different people - what the author 
here contends is the real value of 
Toc H. In this new book, the picture 
is completed by highlighting some 
of the great achievements of Toc H 
in its 75-year history. Of course, this 
has meant selection. The writer’s 
choice has been guided in part by 
his reluctance to repeat what is 
already widely known. But his 
careful selection also serves to 
complete the story told in Out of a 
Hop Loft by looking at the 
significant periods of our history 
from the centre, rather than from 
the standpoint of those caught up in 
one part of it. 


The five short chapters of this book, 
however, offer us much more than 
that. As the author says in his 
Preface, ‘Studying history is like 
looking into a mirror; it can give 
you a new perspective on the 
future.’ So, he is not only describing 
the record, he is also probing it to 
look for answers to some important 
questions. Why is a movement 
which has affected so many people 
so profoundly so little known? If 
we are a frontier movement, why 
does nobody dislike us? Why do so 
many people, after working hard 
with Toc H, never become 
members? In 1919, a small group of 
men, deeply affected by what 
Tubby Clayton had built in 
Poperinge’s Talbot House, set out to 
carry its message of unconditional 
friendship into peace time. Ina 
little over 15 years, they had 
become 50,000 Toc H members, in 
1,500 units around the world. Why 
did this growth first flatten out, 
then move into decline until today 
some two thirds of that peak 
strength of members has gone? 
Obviously, we are living in a world 
very different from that of the ‘20s 
and ‘30s. But if, as we claim, the 
message of Toc H is to ‘Everyman’ 
in every age, what has happened to 
us? Where do we want to go now? 
How are we to get there? Or is 

Toc H slowly dying? 


These are some of the questions at 
least in the back of the author's 


mind as he sets out to describe and 
to analyse what we have done and 
said in all these critical years. His 
exploration makes a fascinating 
little book. Since Toc H captured 
me some 20 years ago, Í have read 
most of the Toc H literature. Yet, J 
was still excited by the author’s 
account of our achievements during 
the years of expansion (1919-1939), 
moved by his record of the World 
War II years (1939-1945), impressed 
by the pioneering work of all those 
members and friends (many still 
with us) in the rebuilding time 
(1945-1960) and excited again by 
some of the new directions tested 
after that (1960-1990). I detected no 
pre-judgments or personal criticism 
in any of these chapters. 


It is all straightforward recollection 
and description, charged 
throughout with the deep 
understanding and real enthusiasm 
of this writer - a former ADC to the 
Founder Padre and a past Director 
of the Movement. Yet I feel that all 
the time he has his attention 
focussed on the important 
questions he posed to himself when 
he began. If we have taken a wrong 
path somewhere along the route, I 
am sure that the evidence is to be 
found somewhere in these pages. 


I turned eagerly to the last chapter 
in the book - ‘Turning the Mirror 
Forward 1990-?’. Again there is no 
personal criticism here: instead, our 
attention is drawn to the questions 
that we must go on asking. Let us 
look at some of them. 


most of the staff were clergy and 

Toc H, while open to all, was 
explicitly a ‘Christianising’ 
movement. Today, out of a staff of 
around 80, only two are ordained 
ministers and we find ourselves ina 
world where most people attach 
little or no importance to religion in 
their lives. Our Statement of 
Reaffirmation (1989) spoke of Toc H 
as ‘a discovery of meaning, a test of 
belief and an exploration of 
spirituality with an openness to the 
Christian way.’ Fine, but as the 
author underlines, that process of 
discovery needs interpreters to 
prod and question at all levels. Are 
they there? 


| n the Movement’s early days, 


Then, it has always been recognised 
that whatever allegiances may be 


adopted by individual members, 
the Movement cannot adopt a 
political stance. But, when social 
justice demands it, we must be 
ready to stand up in public for that 
justice - as Toc H in South Africa 
did on Apartheid. We have always 
claimed to be a frontier movement: 
are we ready to take the risks with 
people that that claim demands and 
that we have taken in the past in 
our greatest moments? 


gain, are we a ‘movement’ or 

an ‘organisation’? John Calff 

asked this question more than 
35 years ago and we have not yet 
answered it clearly. Yet, as the 
author here stresses, it remains the 
most profound question of all. 
Many, many people have worked 
with us in recent years, have found 
their lives’ directions changed by 
the experience and have then 
moved on. Does it matter that they 
have moved on? Are we now so 
structured as an organisation that 
counting heads has become more 
important than mounting new 
challenges? Just call to mind all 
those who have seen their lives 
transformed by experience, for 
example, of Projects or Friendship 
Circles or Peter East’s work in 
London and Bangladesh and who 
have now moved on to work in 
other fields. Are they Toc H 
successes, or failures because they 
have not become members? 


So many of the works we have 
undertaken in recent years are 
movements in themselves. I have 
no doubt that we are surrounded 
by other challenges which can 
expand our life if only we have the 
courage to take the risks that go 
with them. Let me quote the closing 
words of this book. 


I believe that the most important lesson 
which history teaches us is that these 
separate movements are the real life of 
Toc H. The structure has to make it 
easier for those active in them to 
become members, for however long they 
choose, and to play a full part in 
running it. We have to abandon the 
organisation and become again, what 
we have long ceased to be, one 
movement. 


1 greatly enjoyed this book and ! 
recommend it strongly. Everything 
from K P-B’s pen is readable and 
worthwhile. This book is also 
important. Frank G Rice W 
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builders, 
sponsors and 
friends gathered 
on Weymouth 
Quay on a breezy jj 
May morning to 
say ‘bon voyage’ 
to the Ocean 
Youth Club ketch 
John Laing, as it 
sailed out of 
Weymouth 
harbour at the 
beginning of a 
week-long cruise 
in the English Channel. The 
farewells marked the final phase 
of an ambitious project which took 
months of planning. 


Projects are a regular feature of 
South Dorset District. On this 
occasion, the district teamed up 
with the Ocean Youth Club (OYC), 
which provided the use of their 
ketch John Laing. The project's 
objectives were: 


To provide an adventure holiday for 
six local children, aged 12-15. Dorset 
County Council Social Services felt 
that these children would especially 
benefit from this active and 
challenging experience. 


To provide local Toc H volunteers 
wilh a very demanding piece of social 
work. 


To be a focal point for local Toc H 
members. 


a 


SOUTH DORSET PROJECT AF 


outh Dorset | Gorenn 
S District >- —— 
members, $ 


sponsoring this type of project. 


To work in co-operation with other 
organisations to mutual advantage. 


he project was suggested by 
T district member Jayne Ellis 

nee Stevens) and her husband 
Toby, who is a keen member of 
the OYC and son of the founder. 
They put their ideas to the District 
Executive and Regional Officers, 
who discussed the feasibility of 
the project. Originally Jayne and 
Toby planned to be co-leaders, 
giving a dual Toc H/OYC 
dimension. The arrival of their 
baby, Laura Ellis, interrupted 
these plans and the project was in 
some doubt until an experienced 
Toc H project leader and keen 
yatchsman, Malcolm Jackson, 
agreed to take over as leader. 
With the co-operation of the 
skipper of the John Laing, the dual 
Toc H/OYC dimension was 
maintained. 


Volunteers were recruited from 
South Dorset (four), the Isle of 


Wight (one) and Basingstoke 
(one). 


The recruitment of the volunteers 
was regarded by the district as an 
important piece of publicit 

y for 
Toc H. Most of the local yacht 


LOAT 1993 


fi el clubs, the Youth 
res Activity Centre 
mej and colleges 
$ agreed to put 
w= details on their 
notice boards 
and make 
_ = personal 
eee referrals. This 
p- Q was reinforced 
Bi by a personal 
Aà visit and 
IN discussions 

psy which followed 
i a carefully 
= considered 
pattern and 
featured a brief 
description of the aims and 
objectives of Toc H, what local 
projects had been carried out in 
the recent past and how this 
project would benefit the local 
community. 


A number of organisations are 
now aware of the activities of 

Toc H and understand the 
philosophy of the Movement. This 
resulted not only in an over- 
subscription of suitable volun- 
teers, but a con-siderable number 
of receptive contacts for the future. 


While the volunteers were being 
recruited, a discussion with the 
local Social Services Department 
concluded that children in the age 
range 12-15 were a needy group 
when considering adventure 
activities, as little or no provision 
is made for this age range. A 
pledge was given that the names 
of six suitable children would be 
available for the project in May 
1993. 


Some members had reservations 
as to whether the necessary 
finance could be raised. It was 
suggested that most of the money 
would need to be raised through 
sponsorship. It proved possible 
not only to raise the necessary 
finance through sponsorship, but 
also to gain a good deal of moral 
encouragement from a number of 


people in South Dorset. 
Indeed, this combination 
of financial support and 
moral encouragement has | 
been a major featureof | 
this project and it is 
strongly felt it will stand 
Toc H in South Dorset in 
good stead for the future 
through the many friends | 
that have been generated $ 
by this process. 


Toc H nationally was very 
supportive of the project in the 
early stages and the Warden 
Manor scheme made a substantial 
grant towards it. This was 
followed by a donation from the 
local carnival in which members 
and friends had participated. The 
local branches then embarked on a 
number of fund-raising events. 
Toc H builders were invited to 
take part in sponsorship 


arrangements and a number of 
them were happy to participate. 
Local charities were identified 
through the Dorset Charities 
Officer, who produced a computer 
print-out of all the charities in 
Dorset who had any affinity with 
this sort of project. 


his proved very rewarding 
T and several of the charities 

identified became sponsors, 
including one in which a Toc H 
builder was extremely helpful and 
co-operative in bringing the 
project to the attention of his 
committee with the result of a 
sizeable donation. The Prince’s 
Trust was also a major sponsor. 
Neighbouring district and 
branches took part and Dorset 
Social Services Department 


Vag A LS LE N 


F $ = $ iF i = 
showed their commitment by 
sponsoring two children. 


an Aa 


The OYC suggested that it would 
be a useful preliminary to the 
week-long project to arrange for 
volunteers to undergo a 
familiarisation weekend as some 
of them had no sailing experience. 
This coincided with the Toc H 
creative friendship approach and 
provided an opportunity for the 
volunteers to get to know each 


ANN 1 other. The 
j | | weekend was 


| arranged for 

aas sa October 1992, 

=~“ using another of 

4 the OYC’s 
; S sailing vessels, 
a Duet, based at 
| Southampton. 
Mm Weather 
conditions were 
SSS. somewhat 

choppy and following this 
weekend two of the volunteers 
decided that the project was not 
for them. Additional volunteers 
were soon recruited. 
A short 
familiarisation 
session was then 
arranged to 
coincide with 
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Youth Afloat 
weekend, and 
the volunteers 
had an inter- 


afternoon sailing f : 


on the Solent in the John Laing. as 


Finally, all was ready for the 
week-long cruise. Malcolm 
Jackson reported that after leaving 


Weymouth, John Laing 
proceeded to Portland 
harbour where the 
volunteers and children 
received man overboard 
and other essential 
preliminary drill in sailing 
the ketch. After this they 
sailed to Yarmouth, Isle of 
M Wight, and the next day to 
the Hamble, which is part 
x B of Southampton Water, 
where a necessary repair was 
carried out to the boat! They then 
sailed across the Channel to 
Cherbourg, where children and 
volunteers went ashore and 
explored the town. 


feature of the crossing was 
A something of a race between 

the John Laing and another 
OYC sailing vessel and Malcolm 
reported that John Laing arrived at 
Cherbourg first. After leaving 
Cherbourg, they headed for 
Cowes, where they had another 
run ashore, and the next day 
sailed back to Poole harbour 
where transport was arranged 
back to Weymouth by mini-bus. 


The children and volunteers were 
in high spirits at the end of the 
holiday and many of the nautical 
songs which the children had been 
taught were rendered loudly on 
the journey home. It was agreed 
that a good but tiring time had 
been had by all. 


A letter of appreciation has been 
received from Dorset County 


Council Social Services 
Department and a reunion 
barbecue has been suggested for 
September. 
John Stevens E 
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BRANCH NEWS 


} : | 
Success of Khasdobir Friendship Day 


The first-ever Khasdobir Friendship Day on 12 
June has already brought in almost £4,000. 


In Penn, near Wolverhampton, Marjorie Berry 
and her two daughters opened their gardens. 
Almost 100 people came, firstly to see Marjorie’s 
large and very colourful garden and admire the 
breathtaking views. Then it was across the road 
to elder daughter Anne’s Victorian garden. Last 
stop was the home of younger daughter Gay to 
witness the riot of mid-summer colour and 
enjoy tea and biscuits on the terrace. 


The branches i 

There were jumble sales, coffee mornings and 
bring-and-buys. In Cheltenham the bring-and- 
buy was organised by branch secretary Betty 
Harg at the retirement complex where she lives 
and was attended by 30-40 residents. 


‘Think the Island has done its bit’, says Edgar 
Pike in sending £64 from Ventnor, Isle of Wight. 
Indeed they did. The largest contribution of all 
came from Parkhurst Branch, as reported in the 
previous issue of Point three. 


Warm thanks to everyone who participated, 
especially the Thomas Buxton School in the East 
End of London. They run an annual event in 
memory of one of their pupils, Shumon Momen, 
who died of a leukaemia-related illness. They 
have agreed to adopt one of the Schools Under 
The Sky as a tangible memorial to him and this 
year they held a concert on Khasdobir 
Friendship Day which raised over £1100. 


Frank and Greta Rogerson were married on 12 July 
1943 and celebrated their Golden Anniversary while 
they were on a project at Alison House. Their 
comment was, ‘This is a bigger party than we could 
manage in 1943!’ Congratulations to Frank and Greta 
of Colwyn Bay. 
SS 
Captain G S Bhaskaran, today secretary of the 
Madras Branch of Toc H India, served as an army 
officer during World War H and took part in the 
recapture of Burma from the Japanese. From these 
actions he was mentioned in despatches for 
distinguished service. Recently, much to his surprise, 
the State Government of Tamil Nadu honoured him 
as a resident and native of the State by granting a 
cash award of Rs2000/-, which was presented to him 
on 21 June 1993 by His Excellency the Governor, Dr 
Chenna Reddy. 


The award coincided with Captain Bhaskaran’s 
hearing of the case of Rajesh Jhadav, whose spastic 
condition required immediate attention and 
treatment. Capt Bhaskaran is using the award to help 
pay for further treatment of Rajesh. 


Gad ee PETS oF A Seen 
Members of Wolverhampton Women’s Branch all 
enjoyed themselves when they took a party from a 
sheltered housing complex to a beauty spot on 
Cannock Chase for a picnic. A visit to the project site 
so Impressed them that they have volunteered to join 
the next work party and pay their own expenses. 


te) 


Members of Melton and Charnwood District 
enjoyed a day out in June. A coach took them to 
Suffolk, where they visited Wood Green Animal 
Shelter, and they then went on to Lavenham, to see 
the town’s superb medieval buildings. It was a long 


day, but thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 
Branch News continued on page 11 


The London Event was a weekend 
project designed to introduce new 
volunteers to the large variety of 
Toc H project activities available, 
and also to challenge them mentally 
with workshops on empowerment 
in the workplace, racism and 
parenthood. 


The Event was a great success, with 
over 30 volunteers involved in four 
project areas, five workshops and a 
few fun activities as well. A report 
on the weekend is overleaf, but first 
enjoy the pictures as much as we 
enjoyed making them. 


e 
LTA 
g: 


LONDON 
EVENT 


Stones 
farm in the City may seem like a strange idea, but 

le a mile from the Tower of London is Stepping 

_ Stones Farm with a full menagerie of cows, pigs, ewes, rams, 

| donkeys, chickens, rabbits and even a ferret. The farm is run 

entirely by a volunteer workforce so any extra pair of hands 

is much appreciated. 


Well, we provided six pairs of hands which were used to cut 
down weeds, clear a path for disabled access, build a rockery 
and feed the animals. We even let the volunteers go 
swimming afterwards as a reward - or maybe it was just to 
get rid of the smell! 


Avenues Unlimited 


Just down the road from the farm more of our volunteers 
were providing a fun-day for the Bengali children who live 
at Wheeler House. With help from a local youth project, 
Avenues Unlimited, we turned the court-yard of the tower 
block into a games arena. With 30 kids in the swimming 
pool, 20 painting pictures, a dozen playing basketball and 
others playing snooker, board games, table tennis and 
badminton, we knew we had a lot of kids participating, but 
we still didn’t expect to cook more than 200 burgers! 


i 4 en 


Tower Hamlet's 


The ; i A : 

regulary OE Croup is one of the many groups that 

basement as er Toc H centre in East London. Using our 

eer as their main centre, they provide play facilities 
ings for under-fives with disabilities. 


On thi i j 
ae A we decided to take the children and their 
oe haee y out to Hollanden Farm in Kent. With just a 
Kee ations - one of our mini-buses breaking down 

e of the volunteers letting a goat escape - we still had 
a great day, especially in the strawberry fields. i 


Rickmansworth Camp Site 


The Highway Club’s camp site in Rickmansworth is used 
by many different groups, including Avenues Unlimited. 
However, in the weeks between Easter and our project in 
early July, no groups had used the site, so we had a mini- 


jungle to clear. 


But not to be easily thwarted, our intrepid volunteers not 
only cleared most of the site but also claimed the salvage 


of a boat out of the local river. 


j | 


ie A Weekend of Frantic Action 


From Friday morning until Sunday evening I was 
It was only days later that I’d recovered enoug 
enjoyed myself - and everyone else I’ve s 


The London Event was billed as a 
weekend ‘taster’ of Toc H project 
activities, but a weekend just isn’t 
long enough to really get the feel 
for Toc H, so we did our best to 
extend this time by starting on 
Friday morning and continuing 
until Sunday evening. Still a very 
short time to get to know Toc H, 
but just long enough to give 
people a taste! 


The early start was difficult for 
some people but for those of us 
who were able to make it, we had 
an enlightening day at the London 
Lighthouse. This is a centre 
dedicated to supporting people 
living with HIV and AIDS, work 
which includes running a 
residential centre, home support, 
counselling both for those who are 
infected and their families and 
creative and complimentary 
therapies. In all this work they 
believe very much in 
empowerment of the individual, 
so after hearing all about their 
work over the past five years, we 
had a very stimulating workshop 
designed to help us make a 
positive environment for people 
and ideas in our own places of 
work. 


All this, however, was just a 
precursor to the main project 
which kicked off on the Friday 
evening. With people arriving 
straight from work, it was fairly 
late before we'd all assembled and 
then with such a large group it 
was time to break the ice. This was 
done in a unique way with a first- 
aid workshop entitled Bandages 
and Bondage. A light-hearted 
session to give us a chance to get 
to know each other, intimately! 
The session was led by two 


Many thanks to Sainsbury's, Tesco’s, Warden Manor, 
East Region, without whose generous support th 
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n't sure if I was coming or going, 
h to realise just how much I’d 
poken to feels the same way. 


Fortunately, we were joined by 
some of the people we had been 
working with all day and by the 
Winant volunteers (Americans 
who work in the UK over the 
summer as part of an exchange 
programme), otherwise 1 think we 
would all have fallen asleep. But 
the newcomers dragged us into 
the party atmosphere and we had 
a serious night of fun. Surprisingly 
more people came alive after the 

, music had stopped and at 2 am the 
whole group headed into the City 
Centre to play parachute games 
outside the Tower. These were 
only stopped when the police 
decided to set up one of their 
road-blocks into the City and 
started to patrol the area with 
Armalite rifles. 


qualified first-aiders, and they 
showed us how to bandage 
broken arms, shattered legs, a 
damaged collar bone, a dislocated 
jaw and punctured eyes, though 
how the poor model got all these 
injuries is still a mystery. 


With such a late evening we could 
perhaps have been forgiven for 
having a lie-in on Sunday 
morning, but no such luxuries 
were handed out to us on this 
particular weekend. Instead we 
were up at the crack of dawn (or 
maybe around nine o’clock would 
be more precise) ready to 
participate in the workshops. 
These were on a variety of topics 
and took different forms, 
including a discussion on being a 
single parent, role plays 
illustrating racism and a session 
on the history of Toc H, before 
concluding with tea, scones and a 
look back over the weekend with 
the aid of a video camera. 


The second day of the project was 
always going to be either utter 
chaos or a masterful success, with 
the volunteers involved in four 
different projects around London. 
Just after breakfast the individual 
groups headed off full of energy 
and enthusiasm, and I think the 
result of their efforts falls into the 
success category, but maybe you 
want to look at the middle page 
spread and judge for yourself. 
After the day’s efforts we all 
returned in the early evening 
hoping to be allowed just to 
collapse on our camp beds; 
however, life on a Toc H project is 
not that easy and the DJ had 
already started to set up for the 
evening’s entertainment as we 
reassembled. 


The London Event may have 
taken place over the Wimbledon 
final’s weekend, but I’m sure we 
will remember the project much 
longer than we will remember the 
name of whoever it was that won 


Yep, Saturday night was party 
. Wimbledon! 


night. 

Nick Howden @ 
Hollanden Farm and 17 Toc H branches in the South 
1e London Event would not have been possible. 


Branch News continued from page 6 
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Members of Knowle Women’s Branch took part in the 
local connmunity Charity Fair and raised over £100. This 
will be used for jobs they do locally, including knitting 
and crocheting for the special care baby unit and 
remembering the elderly and lonely at Christmas. 


Ten members of Taunton Branch dined out recently in 
celebration of the 70th birthday of the branch. 


a 2 mi Laie 2 ete fe 
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E Les and Dorothy Brook 

| with CEC Chairman, 
Mary Edwards. Les was 
presented with a cheque 
in recognition of 28 
years service as Aren, 
then Regional, Treasurer 
of the South West. 


Leominster 
Branch 
members Hazel 
Hodges, Aileen 
Guild and 
Marion 
Bawdley taking 
part in the 
Leominster 
Festival in 
June. They 
report that their 
recent 
strawberry tea 
raised almost 
£300 for Toc H! 


Rawmarsh Branch have 
=! just celebrated their 65th 

| birthday. The photo shows 
founder members Esther . 
| Twigg, ‘Twiggy’, 90, and 
| Margaret Fenton, ‘Patty’, 
| 86. Although not so mobile 
nowadays, they still knit 
and sew for the many 
branch projects. 


Recently dogged by 
poor attendance and 
lack of commitment, 
members of 
Cleveland District 
spent a day at Webb 
House on 19 June 
taking stock of 
resources and 
considering how a 
District forum could 
best serve local : 
branches and membership. The meeting raised morale and 
gained a new conmitment for the future after a 
brainstorming session which was led by Paul Cattermole. 


Morecambe Branch supervised the Toc H display at 
the Lancaster Exhibition (2-5 June) of National 
Volunteer Week. Chairman Brian Clough notes that, 
although there were many voluntary organisations 
present competing for new members, it is surprising 
how a small number of people can still make their 
presence felt, reminding the public that the 
Movement is active in their district. Special thanks to 
Bert Hill, Robin Fryer and Cliff Pickup for their time 
and help in transporting the display . 


About 50 members from East Kent and Thanet attended 
Kent Day in Ashford on 12 June. They were entertained 
in the morning session by Mr Spears, who showed slides 
and talked about his holiday in Alaska. After lunch, the 
Revd Alan Johnson took over for the afternoon session, 
when members were very happy to have the opportunity to 
meet the new Director, Mike Lyddiard. 


E | 
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Your 
: Letters 


The Risk of Loving 


Thanks to Frank Rice for his honest tackling of the 
question ‘What can we do about crime?’ (Point three, 
June). I think the most telling phrase for me was that 
‘we cannot tackle real problems without taking real 
risks’. There are two real risks for the public. One is 
the threat and disruption that criminals might cause. 
There are some who must be locked up for the safety 
of us all. The other real risk is that everyone of us 
might somehow be responsible for the crime which 
goes on in our society and for playing a part in its 
reduction. 


In a sense Frank has answered his own question by 
getting into prisons and befriending people who 
very often are the most damaged and rejected from 
our community. Nobody can condone what 
criminals have done but, if just half the energy that 
was spent in condemning them as a faceless group 
were put into taking the risk of helping them as 
individuals, then I believe that we would have an 
impact on the risk of recurring crime. 


Langley House Trust is a national Christian charity 
whose aim is to spread and sustain Christianity 
amongst ex-offenders. This cannot be done by 
pushing the Bible down people’s throats but rather 
by living and working cheek by jowl with people 
who may never have known a consistent and 
understanding friend before in their lives. The 
people who come to us are some of the most difficult 
and damaged in our system, often having served 
long periods in prison. It takes a long time to build 
up confidence, so we have to work at the resident's 
pace, sometimes over many years. Very few commit 
further crimes for, as they begin to find a sense of 
value and self-worth, so they begin to appreciate 
others in their community and respect for property 
and person. 


We are always having to take well thought out 
professional risks. How far to trust, when to 
confront, who to accept. 


We are also taking the risk of loving people who are 
often difficult to love. Loving runs the risk of 
rejection, being misunderstood, or being ripped off. 
But to follow the example of Christ, as much as we 
are humanly able, is the risk that staff in Langley 
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House Trust are willing to take and the impact is 
often tremendous. 


If you would like further information or to lend your 
support, please contact me. 
John Adams 
Langley House Trust, 46 Market Square, 

Witney, Oxon OX8 6AL 


(a 
Concentrate on Growth 


Having read Ann Crouch’s article ‘Full Circle’ (Point 
three, July), 1 find the last sentence difficult to 
understand. Surely it is Circles we should be 
encouraging to become Groups/ Branches, not for 
Branches to become Circles. 


I would also like to take up the question of yet again 
changing the design of our badge as advocated by 
both George Harding and Nora Warner. Yes, ] fully 
agree we should wear our badge as often as possible, 
but to want to change it for change’s sake I fail to 
see. At present I have four different designs and all 
are Toc H. Comments are made on all of them. 


Instead of worrying over badge design let’s put our 
energies in ensuring that the Movement grows and 
has a part to play in the 21st century, both locally 
and nationally. 
Pat Turner 
Beds 


Ste Se 


The Value of Badges 


May | add my voice to those of William Elliott (Point 
three, April) and Nell Tracey (June). For some time I 
have been noticing that it is the exception rather 
than the rule for members to wear badges. I look for 
them, generally in vain, in the photographs of 
members which are reproduced in Point three. 
Perhaps the badges are too small to show! 


It pays to advertise and maybe we can do our share 
by displaying stickers on cars and wearing badges. It 
was the Toc H sticker on the car of Grace Clayton, 
our Secretary and District Chairman, which led 
David Monkton to contact her. And so we gained a 
padre. 


My badge attracted the attention of a Canadian 
visitor, the grandson of Michael Coleman. Through 
the influence of Tubby and Toc H, Michael was led 
from agnosticism to become the Bishop of 
Qu’Appelle in Western Canada. His grandson 
thought Toc H no longer existed and I was able to 
enlighten him. 

Enid Lyal 

St Albans 


A 
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Let Down and Left Out 


At first I was not going to write this letter but 
decided somebody had to, so why not me? 


Last week at the Webb House Supporters Meeting, 
Bob McDonald from the Northern Schizophrenia. 
Fellowship explained to us how they see the future 
for Webb House and I then became very angry, hurt 
and upset because that was what Toc H was 
supposed to implement. Members and staff have 
worked very hard for the past six years trying to 
achieve this aim, with many tears of frustration and 
hopelessness. 


You've heard the song, ‘I’m only a bird in a gilded 
cage’. Right now I feel like a budgie with a lot of 
blackbirds and crows - lost, unhappy and 
bewildered, and I’m not the only one who feels this 


way. 


In the past many events have taken place which 
have never been acknowledged by Toc H itself - for 
instance, we won a silver cup for the best display of 
Toc H at the Middlesbrough Festival. 


l and many others have been heavily involved in all 
aspects of Toc H, thus promoting the Movement 
throughout Cleveland. We did it because we were 
deeply committed to its aims, especially ‘that people 
seemed to matter’. 


But right at this moment Toc H to me and others 
feels more like a ‘new political party’ than a caring 
movement of people. I and others feel let down and 
left out by the people at the top of Toc H. They have 
lost sight of what Toc H is about, they act as though 
it is a high-powered business, not a caring charity. 
Perhaps we need some new directors! 


Mrs Edie Coltman 
Station Branch 


Note from the Director: 


T am obviously deeply sorry to read Edie’s 
letter, although I fully understand that those 
who know and love Webb House are distressed 
that Toc H is reducing its involvement in it. I 
am also very conscious that some members of 
staff will be losing their jobs. The CEC has 
indeed agreed with the Northern 
Schizophrenia Fellowship that NSF will take 
over the management of the house (even 
though Toc H will retain a team of 
Development Officers at the House, as well as 
an office, a Quiet Room and a lounge). 


The decision was taken for financial reasons. 
Last year Webb House cost Toc H in excess of 
£70,000 due to the ending of previous funding 
arrangements. The CEC did not feel we could 
continue to carry this rising cost. We explored 
alternative funding, but this would not have 
raised even half the costs and would have been 
on conditions which were unacceptable. I do 
ask those who are affected by the decision to 
understand that Toc H has limited finance and 
has to share it out between many conflicting 
demands. 


In response to Edie’s comments about the 
management of Toc H, can [assure her that 
there is indeed a new Director taking over in 
November! The policy of Toc H, however, is 
made by members of Toc H at Central 
Council. Equally members of Toc H on the 
CEC decide how this policy will be 
implemented. Any member is free to stand for 
election to both bodies. 


(er ST 


Camp at Knowle Park 


With reference to the photograph of the campers on 
page 14 of July’s Point three, looking at the front row 
- eighth in from the right is F G ‘Ches’ Chesworth, 
who was Assistant Editor of the Toc H Journal in 
1949. I think the man sixth from the right could be 
‘Jock’ Standidge. 


It is surprising how time affects recollections, I 
always thought it was a hop-picking camp! 
Although this was a camp it’s interesting to see how 
many were wearing their badge. 
i Joyce Green 
London 


I was most interested in seeing the photograph in 
July's Point three of the Agricultural Camp held at 
Knowle Park in 1949. 


I did not attend in ‘49 but I did go in 1950 and 1951 
and it was because of this that I joined Toc H. I had 
known Archie and Honor Smith when they lived in 
Ipswich and they told me about these camps in Kent. 
I went to the one in 1950 and when I got back home I 
contacted Ipswich Women’s Toc H, was initiated in 
October 1951 and have been a member ever since. 


Dot Turner 
(nee Dorothea Hammond) Ipswich 
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‘Special Obituaries 


Donald Lockhart 


On every Toc H Central Executive Committee there 
are some who talk a great deal and some who speak 
rarely. Don didn’t often contribute but when he did 
he was always listened to. He spoke almost 
apologetically but his innate wisdom meant that he 
had far more influence than he ever realised. 


Don lived in Berkhamsted, Herts, throughout his life. 
He joined Toc H in 1931, at the age of 19. Toc H then 
was ‘just great fun’, he told me; but he went on: ‘I 
often wonder what my life would have been like if I 
hadn't met Toc H. I think I’d have just gone for 
building a bigger, better business and the real things 
in life would have passed me by.’ 


The year after he joined Toc H Don started his own 
building company. Through Toc H it had become 
natural to him to meet people quite different from 
himself. He told me how shocked his mother had 
been when he started the business and ‘some of the 
men called me Donald. I took it as a compliment.’ He 
put his practical skills at the service of Toc H, caring 
for the Marks properties, turning a disused 
warehouse into the Port Penrhyn Centre and 
overseeing the creation of the chapel at Cuddesdon 
House. His work for Toc H was recognised when he 
was invited to become a vice president. 


But it wasn’t just Toc H that he served. He was a 
founder member of Berkhamsted Rotary Club and 
twice served as its president. He gave a great deal of 
his time to the Othona Community, founded by 
former Toc H chaplain Norman Motley just after the 
Second World War, and he succeeded Norman as its 
chairman. 


Don was tall, strong and immensely fit. He 
continued playing hockey until well into his 60s and 
was an enthusiastic climber. I remember when we 
visited Toc H India together in 1976, how excited 
people were to meet someone who had climbed in 
the Himalayas. In 1975 he did a sponsored climb 
there in aid of the Port Penrhyn Centre and in 1980, 
as the age of 68, he reached Everest base camp and 
climbed a 20,000 foot peak. ‘Getting up there, getting 
away from it all,’ he said, ‘helps to put life into 
perspective’. 


Don was more than a practical businessman, more 
than a quietly charming sportsman. He was also a 
man of deep spirituality. He was a Baptist for the 
first part of his life, later becoming an Anglican so 
that he and his wife Betty (who died last year) could 
worship together. He was one of the founders of the 
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Toc H Bordon Company, a group who shared a 

ent to daily Bible reading and prayer. He 
rarely spoke about this side of his life - except to say 
that he was only a learner - but you couldn't fail to 
be aware of it. And because he knew he was only a 


learner he never stopped growing. 


commitm 


When we think of Don we think also of the 1927 
Bentley which gave him, and so many others, so 
much pleasure, and it’s nice to think that he drove it 
on the day he died. During the last week of his life 
he spent three days walking in Devon. On the 
Saturday he attended his church’s summer fete. On 
the Sunday he took the Bentley to be part of a fun 
day to celebrate the imminent opening of the 
Berkhamsted by-pass. Then he drove home, 
prepared for a swim in his pool, had a massive heart 
attack and died. What a wonderful end toa 
remarkable life. 

KP-B 
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John Morgan 


It is good to remember John who over 45 years 
served the Movement outstandingly. From his 
joining Tottenham Branch in 1948, through to his 
dual roles as Western Approaches District Treasurer 
and South East Region Builders’ Secretary, many 
sound periods of service to the organisation of Toc H 
mark his life with us. So much that no one person 
can recall it all, but many will remember with joy at 
least the last twenty years or so. 


As the regions were formed in the early ‘70s, John 
was the first Chairman of the South East, the 
Executive of which he continued to serve without 
break in various roles until 1992. Almost 
continuously a Councillor and member of CEC, 
John’s work on these and subcommittees is marked 
by many of the key events in Toc H that have led to 
our present strategy for revival. Notably he led the 
Services Committee for a long time, and was a 
member, thinker and strong contributor to Finance. 


In a wider way, John’s valuable thinking about many 
subjects showed in his frequent letters to Point three; 
these often sparked replies, so creating debate about 
organisation and the frontiers that is so dear to 
members. Who will take up this mantle? 


One could always rely on John fora hearing, 
sympathy and whatever help he could give. His 
meticulous detail work was reliable, his attention to 
tasks dependable, his attendance and memory 


assured; at this standard he was a ‘method’. We will 
miss him. 
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New Members 


Welcome to 22 new members 


Mrs Joyce Solesbury (Bedford J) 

Derek E and Mrs Eileen M Denchfield, 
Mrs Janet M Ritchie (Bletchley J) 
Alfred M Jacobs, Dwight L Jones, 
Peter D Tymon, Adrian Poole (Berlin J Grp) 
Neil Brinkworth (Central Branch) 
Verina B K Davenport (Downend W) 
Mrs Doris H Enever, Terry C Utting, 
Mrs Irene E Upcraft (Looe J) 

Mrs Barbara Sparkes (Shavington J) 
Mrs Joyce M Garratt (Toftwood W) 
Miss Wendy G Fletcher, 

Leslie G Rayner (Wakefield J) 


Miss Betty Brown, Mrs June L Clifton, 
Ian Dinsdale, Jim Hayes, 

Miss Juliet A Hobbs 
(Wellingborough Young Ones J Grp) 


Deaths 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members 


InMay Doreen M Bastow 


(Loddon Vale District) 
InJune Eva Collins (Newbury District) 
Thomas Lennie (Duns) 
In July Edna Bojanitz (Plymstock) 
Donald E ‘Don’ Lockhart 
(West Herts District) 
John Marsden (Colwyn Bay) 
John R Morgan 
(Western Approaches & 
Chiltern Vale District) 
Eric F Reason (London District) 
Godfrey Salmon 
(South East Regional Branch) 
Julia A B Thorpe (Whitstable) 
Leonard J Trapp (Saltford) 
Not previously recorded 
Thomas J Pearson(Ashby-de-la-Zouch) 
Eric Smith (Erewash & Trent Valley) 


Special Tributes 


Eva Collins died in Newbury hospital three days after her 
86th birthday. She became a member of The League of 
Women Helpers in 1934 and Toc H dominated her life in the 
unselfish giving of friendship and service. During the war 
she organised canteens for soldiers and tea parties for the 
residents of Raymond Almshouses which were funded by 
her regularly helping on the Toc H market stall, selling 
mostly homemade produce. After the war she continued 
with fundraising for the Blind Association, the Rocket Club 
and a Cheshire Home. Eva also helped many sick and 
disabled with their shopping and preparing meals. She 
became a founder member of Newbury Branch in 1967 and 
helped to raise considerable sums from the sale of home- 
made produce and could be relied upon to help at jumble 
sales and other social events. She made the Light of Toc H 
widely known and will be missed. GD 


Plymstock Branch regret to report the death of a founder 
member, Edna Bojanitz, on 21 July. Edna, a loyal member 
for over 40 years, travelled from her home near Wembury to 
branch meetings on her yellow Lambretta, often in inclement 
weather. Inspired by Toc H principles, she served the 
community in many ways, including gardening for an 
elderly lady. She was a powerful contralto singer and a 
member of Wembury Parish Church choir and Plymstock 
Choral Society. She was also a bellringer. Her late husband 
Alfred was also a Toc H member. Of Edna it can be truly 
said that she leapt with joy to any task for others. We shall 
miss her very much. 


With much sadness we regret the passing on 10 May of 
Frederick Marsh, a well respected member of Bognor Regis 
Branch. Fred was helping at a Club for the Blind in Selsey 


just four days before he had a heart attack. Both Fred and his 
wife Marjorie were active in the Movement, firstly in 
Springfield, Surrey Branch for eight years before moving to 
Bracklesham Bay seven years ago. Fred was an honorary 
warden at Talbot House and was looking forward to joining 
Marjorie there in July. His 78 years of age belied his energy 
and the interest that he had in helping others less fortunate 
than himself. May he rest in peace. BT 


Violet (Vi) Fulljames who died on 12 April was a founder 
member of Margate Women’s Branch 44 years ago and was 
later Branch Pilot. She remained active until last year when 
her health deteriorated. She was well known in Margate as a 
Church Social Worker dealing with unmarried mothers and 
was also active with the Church Missionary Society. Vi was 
president of Margate Age Concern and a past president of 
Margate Business and Professional Women. She will be 
missed for her quiet and gentle manner that gave strength to 
everyone who knew her. CR 


Eric Smith, a member of Erewash and Trent Valley District, 
died peacefully at his home in August last year. Throughout 
his adult life he was an active member of Toc H, holding 
different offices, and his legal training ensured that he carried 
out all duties with meticulous care. Of him it can be truly said 
that he left this world a better place than he found it. BP 


With great sadness Whitstable Women’s Branch report the 
loss in July of branch secretary Julie Thorpe. Her gentleness 
and calmness were a great example to us all and she will be 
greatly missed. We give thanks for her life and will mourn 
her loss. BR 
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— - Working for a Caring 
Community 
Alison House - 


Colsterdale 
Open Day 


9 October 1993 
between 12 noon and 4 p.m. 


Friday 22 - Sunday 24 October 1993 
Leaders: Bill Bains and John Biggerstaff 


Buffet lunch provided. Bring & Buy, Raffle. 


This isa weekend of exploration of Jobmastery as understood 
and practised in Toc H. Any current Jobmasters, or others 
who are seeking more knowledge and/or experience, are 
welcome. 


TRE PERFECT DAY OUT 


Further details from: 
The Colsterdale Centre, 
Healey, 

Masham, Ripon, 
North Yorkshire 11G4 4NN. 


Tel: 0765 689382 
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Interested? Want to know more? Write today to: 


Bill Bains, 
25 Whinmoor Gardens, 
Leeds LS14 JAF 


Alison House - || Toc H Carol Service at 1994 Diaries 
Garden Through The Seasons | All Hallows Church 
- Autumn Slimline design in green 
x , aur Saturday 11 December with a ribbon. Contains 
A gardening project, similar to the one Per orriatioi a beur ioca 
| described in Point three, August, is 1993 at 2.30 pm mror Ht on a R 
planned from Monday 18 to Friday 22 and regional, national and 
| October. Further details from: international Toc H 
i 2 T addresses. 
j} lj pp 2 ny » a f i 
| f you wish ie place please meric! | 
1 39 Princes Plain, Available from Head- 


quarters and on sale at 
Central Council. 
Price £1 each (plus p&p) 


Derbyshire DE4 3RH 


Tel: 0629 822316 Tel: 081 4628164 (after 7 pm). 
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Christmas at Khasdobir 


Notelets: No message inside. Ideal as gifts, they can 
be used all year round as greeting cards or opened 
out for letter writing. 5 for a £1.00 


Toc H Christmas Cards 


Each pack contains five cards, same design, 3" x 5". Price 
£1.00 per pack. Please indicate required design i.e. 1,2,3,4,5 
or 6. Christmas cards are available at South Western 
Regional venues or Central Council. After November 
from Headquarters. (extra for p&p) 


Bill Pepper, Alison House, Intake Bromley Common, 
Lane, Cromford, Matlock, Kent BR2 8LH 


Christinas Cards: Designed by Dan Jones. 
Message inside:Seasons Greetings and Best Wishes 
for the New Year. 

Pack of 10 (one design): £1.00 + p&p 36p 


Please mark envelopes Friends of Khasdobir and make 
cheques payable to Toc H 
Friends of Khasdobir 
Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire. HP22 6BT Tel: (0296) 623911 


| | Ad Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before publication 
S m a day, which 1s the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge is 10p a word (minimum £1) 
plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from the Editorial Office, Toc H 
| Headquaners, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Christian Singles 
Friendship Marriage innehu tons fellowship woups. vial 
events - nationwide Werkend hauseparties 1993 Hotidavs 
Christian Friendship Fellowship. Dept 23B. 
Edenthorpe, Doncaster DN3 2QD 
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